116                            WITH  NO  REGRETS

character was strong and true. Few people except
those who knew her very well, knew the strength
that lay behind those gentle eyes or quiet manner
of hers. She had many virtues but many faults too.
She was child-like to a fault and never seemed to
have grown out of her girlhood days. At times she
was terribly neglectful of her health and no amount
of good advice given would make her take more care
of herself. In spite of many illnesses which almost
cost her her life she never seemed to age. Till the
end she retained the sweet girlish looks and figure
that she had wbfen she was married. Ill-health
caused havoc with her body internally but externally
she barely changed during all the years I knew her.

For years after Kamala s marriage I saw very
little of her. She as a new bride was always being
feted and later on was kept occupied with social
activities as my father entertained a great deal
and mother being more or less an invalid Kamala
had to act as hostess for him. In 1926 when we
were together in Europe, I really got to know
Kamala well and we became great friends. We used
to have long and sometimes very heated discussions
on various things in life that concerned us or on
what we had read or heard about specially on
women's rights, but they always ended pleasantly.
She was confined to bed most of the time in Europe.
The few months of companionship we had together
when she was able to travel about were grand. She
was always eager to see new things, to learn some-
thing new. She enjoyed a picnic or a party to the
fullest extent and never acted like a spoil sport, no
matter how weary she felt. She never complained
however grave the provocation might be. On our
return from Europe we came closer together for we
both took an active part in politics and worked to-
gether. Here again I marvelled at Kamala's energy.